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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Hous Ancssss S WASHINGTOMN
Fabrusry 3, 1982,

Mr. J. C. Odell,
Oaxoll County Historian,
Dolphi, Indians,

My denr Mr. Odell;

I am in receipt of sour lattesr of tha 156th
mltimo on bohalf of the Ceroll County Historileal Society
agking thet I give you & 1ittle data connecied with
mﬂnlf in vlsw of Carroll County having besn my birth-
placa.

I wap born near Dolphl, Indiena, August 1,
1876, my father being Dasvid Charies A. French, and my
e05le 1living sbout four miles south of Delphi. My

Thor ownad & emall tract of lond.

Az 1 reopll, from hearing my peosple spesk of
the nelighbors, tha old Hhoms plsce mmat heve been in the
nefighborhood of the Wildners, Arnote end Heffnara. (na
Efm:h& droota, I'beliseva, hod & blacksmith shop &t that

Uy father and mother lived near Delphi for
iéﬁaﬂ'ﬂﬂ yoara cnd ‘the family moved away in the spring of

¥y father wos n mosher of the lodge of 044
Fellowa, I<bolleve, in Delphi end I think I recsll him
telling ma that he had carved out of wood certain
amblems that at the tize he left were hamging in the
lodze rootm, sach na the three links, s hepnd with posaibly
a heart im it, ata.

Uy poople hed no relatives in Indisna after
their removel and as & result we grafuslly grew away
from close mssoolation with our earlisr friends.

In your letter you make mention of former
Sanator Clapp, smd I remember him aa Senator Clapp from
Minneazsota at tha time I was firat elected to Congrezs.
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fe-==J, C. Odell Fobruary 3, 1982,

You alse mention the late Senator David
Turpie and I recall that my father hes told me that
at ona time he built & bare on the Tarple farm.
I do not ¥now whether it was for Senator Tarple,
or for the Turple femily of which Sanator Tyrple was
one of the sons. My father was o carpentsr amd
worked et his trade ahlafly in Delphi,

Thenking you for your letter and with every

good wish to the peopla of my birthplace, I am
e
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Feabrusry 18, 19E2,

Mr. Johm . 0'Dell,
Delphi, Indisns.

Dear Mr. 0"Dell:

I em in recelipt of your lstier of the &6th instant
snd the very heavy work of the Gcogress during the lest ten
daye hes delayed me in soknowledging it.

I am very muchlinterssted in the mention you made
of neighbors to our famlly snd thet you were acgualnted With
8ll of them.

1l em sending 3in under peperete ocover & lata adition
of the Congressicpnel Directory which may be of Interest o
Jol .

Bometime Ihope I mey have the cpportunity of
droppines off at Dalphl end viaiting the pleoes of my birth
and mesting the old time friends of the femily.

Thanking you for your latter, I am

Youra wery truly,
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